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:Tﬂé Aubﬁfn thoeﬁix-.PléyefS: afé_.a_‘group"df' ;eif, orgahizéd‘

‘pri36ners who are commltred to worklng w1th1n the 'field' off

.Theater, acting and play wrltlnu as a nccessary'extenSLOn of our
"’ex1sL1ng efforts at personal development, and reform» Presently,‘
Lhere is no TheateL pr ogram within - Auburn Pflsonm WE would lmkE'
to change this! With the help of. memberu of . the lOCdl CentLa7;New¢

York communlfy ve can achieve thls end.u

‘Below is an outllpe' of.the type of program thau we would llkm‘
to sdge. eSLabllshed,»Jncludlng descriptlons of neces51t1es that.

“.w1ll be needed. to make 1t poq51bleu

Our ultlmate goal iu to be ablevuo do a. Fu71 th“aL@r productloa

for thavpslson popu1aLvon, anulapproved memberc of SOC1ety. We“‘
*would 11Pe - for *hls ‘to. be in three dlffeLent form POAlLl
" incarceratad pgople, ‘fA communluy ./g‘ 1ncarceca* ed  people

. cqllaboration, and a comuunlnty performanceu

" {Note: -Auburn i pr*son nas a ;aVQe Audltorlum,‘blstorlcally;}é;d
)

snage that is 1nteﬁded to acco modate a. fui* rheaher §roduct10n

" As a secondary goal, and essentlallyf a fundamcntal prexequ151c
ve would . llke to estdbllsh a- workshop forum where 1ncaCCerated,
‘people engage W1th/ learn from, ‘and are 1nrlpenced by the Art of

theater.

Categories of progtéming

- We have categorlzed this- workshop into. three main areab of stucvﬁ
ngstlng 1s not 1ntended to. be exhaustlve. We welcome ideas about.
thlngs that should. be. 1ncluded. ’ ' '

Theater prqductipn}‘

* dlrectlng
2 stage management

* set de51gn
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Play> Writing: The 'reading :qf theatgt litérature»‘ and“ haye

participants work rat writing fheir own clort scrlpts for theater

enéctmenta Building _ peruonal narratives', Journal " writing,

‘compbsihg poems . Wluh hopes of producxng playa, monologués,’énd '

-performance pleces.

Acting:

* public speaking
'*<improvisatiohA' ‘
* the cra aft of tActing'

;etc* Encourage part1c1pants to Journal, and more-~ I

- INVOLVED PARTIES TO PHIS, PROJECT

* Auburn Prison Adm*nistratiqn~’
';#.Aubufn Phoe ni Plawers K

f*JCommunlty VO lu 1te srs (naft1c1oants)

* Theater & pl e lenlng profesqional

(°) this role ﬁilljbe defihéd forf?ou'by.ourféommuﬁity:liaison;;l.

(o
i

description .-

‘Below. are- task descriptibns’ for: ¢ommﬁﬁit* "oluptekfsf'th are

interested “in taklng paL .in this DtO]uctn mhe tasks are.

‘H»ldtntlfled my areas of aSSlsLance that we would llke to have as - a
'”ovnamlc of this program. C _ . '_ ' '
‘For the. sake ox 1nLorn1ng youraelf, read each task/ tnon co,Sider”’

'rhose ‘that ]oa are 1nteresced in Lllllng- ‘

PLAY "WR ITING proLe551onals. We afévin neéd’ofxvdluntee:s-whd afe'

able- £o' conduct, a- workshop that " will . include, . teachlng
‘part1c1panfs ‘the - d1sc1plwne of scrlpt wrltﬂng, monologuas, poam
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We are open to' receiving an 'outline' df‘a workshop or class

curriculum that devélops thess types of sli 11'.'This includes a-
Ny . description of the material that will be needed to facilitate the

teaching of your curriculum.

 THEATER pféfessibnais.“ Someone Who‘ is. willihg to teach a
curflculum ‘that: developp’actlng u?lllu- | o ‘
WON#PQOFESSIONAT COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS‘ Wa‘rfcogﬂlze that tnere‘
are :non- pfo£e55107a1s that are w1th¢n the theater net work and.”
- have much to offer thls prOJect. Our 1nv1tat10n includes ’ college.
students.'Our pan 1s to have ucudents a&Slot profL851onalu in
 administer1ng.1;s9ons, nd p0661bly carry;out thelr agenda when
~situatioh'.requires. such. Adcltlonallv, wa seek yolpnueero uLo'
"1pattic1paﬁe és*}partic@pants’ at the. ¢evel of stUdeptf

GROUP LEADERS:»Th@;positions fd: grqu.leaders apéi'r

._YQQ? "% Administrative liaison: Thm cuty of thg offic ce is to handle
o pub%f@”?%?ﬁffsﬂs>(mé&ié)i and: matters 6ea11ng w1tn_the prison.
~ admin4Stratidn'(* preSenti g. proposals/ volunn;er.appliéatibn&,

meetlngs, etc ) A
o onJect Managnmnnt, Thls oFficc manages ooth ’MEDIA"' A.P,P_

pubilcaplon,;g visual art presentqtlon of gLoup,.and PROGRAMS:
~Organ1 e schedullng }fand" plannlng for mheater & . Wumplng‘_
ofeo51onals who  will conduct workshop at’ prlson,.zinéluding=
;student a551stance aSSlgneQ to work w1tb profesosonuls.‘ ' o

s Rasourcc Madagement"Thlb OLflCG mdnqes our . ‘funding. needs

-and donatlons reuelvedv Also, is 1nvolved 1n acrxve recruvtment

of volunLeers for cach dbDQCt of our prog&ama

(Hote: ‘Each = office can be made up 'of a m*hture . of
‘insiéeryoutSid@r, this way  We - maximize part1c1paf10n'.éhd
" production.) :

V.DONATiON"'Jin our cfforts to get started we W1ll be 1n need OF

4;resources, and the future may 11kely rcveal areas that.kequ1re::

'fcontlnund fundlng.'.We' welcome donatlons of_ moncy, .books,
lsgpp&xes, etc.:.' | ' ‘ -
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'(9) donatlons can be . made bté our program community &. project

11a130ﬁ

PUBLIC RELATIONS: As prisoners it is one of our biggest.concerns

to assure  the prserva 1on,; aufhentiCitv of publicity and:
informatlon Lhat 1& lntenced to . cuflcct whu we are, and what we

are doing to recorm ourselvasc Tn Chls role, - we anticipate that

you will.ldontlxj av~nubs,, nd _venue 25 Lhrough which the: work that

is DEng done thhln this prog:am can be exposed to the communlty

lccal and qbpoad .To make appaarancen wthln the prluon to sta]-'

abreast of the programs devclopment ‘Plnally,~1n collabQLation
With other menbers of pfOJLCt/ to . cont rlbute.uofé "newsletter!
publvcaalon that can be . c1rqudted bv us. -

'SERVING ON THE 'PRISGG ARTS COATITLCE COMMITTLE°° Wc seek membe

on tnﬂ Comﬂluu Q6 - whc are a bl“ to commlt tlme to the muln“ nance‘

of thls'.prqgram, _(1te~; planning? :mwetlng, travellhg, 1nt=L

Ccmmuhity)jeﬁéx )'Also}fpeople~whéxwi;l w&;ue granL 0r posal

 FORKSHOP TIME SCEEDULE

" location: Auburn Pflson, lBS_Stéte STseétL'P.é;‘éox_618j'Aubufn,
New York 13021 ‘ o ‘ R o o
Timef'7;QO-pm'?" '20'pm'. (note. all. volunt s‘mustlbé,at the’

priSoﬁ'gatE'ét 63 15 pm ‘to be proce ed 1n)‘

Osbofn School: The pr1son hab a schOOl builalng where all evenlng

‘activities are. held.
WOrkshop »ycle.‘On 901ng indef 1n1tely T e .
workshop swze.‘20,~ 25vstudenLH,_lOJi.Vgluh;éers '
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Wé don t come to you as, beggars but as men . w1th hopeful

‘hearts, along with the vision of changing-this datk, dank world

into & kaleidoscope of hope, where the- diseases .of 1dleness apd

lworthlessness are banlshed forever.

- The" boon we request of you. is. thlS': Would you be w1lllng to

R ST LA

support us in our endeavor to create and sustaln a drama program- . -

-at this prison? .-

Ollvetrees@llgcomputer com - Please mention inmate project in -

'-your reply e mail.
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by Michael'RhynesA .
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“We .who.‘are“ the Phoenix Players of Auburn belleve "in  the
redemptive flame of rehabilitation. We affirm that we live in the

dark age" of prlson expan51on and the warehou51ng of souls.

‘While our leglslators and the courts debate how many souls can'
be stuffed into a -single prison cell, we have: ‘embarked on a quest

to become better human belngs and productlve c1tlzens.

We seek atonement for caterlng to our baser nature, because we
acknowledged -that the choice to do right or wrong has always been
within our power. ‘We wish to atone: to. those human beings for whom

we've .caused  so much pain and sufferlng We wish to atone to'

'soc1ety ‘for not Jdiving up to our organlc contract by lo¥ving. rand

caring. for our. neighbors. We wish to . atone to ‘our famllles for L

falllng to reach our potent1al and thelr dreams for us-

We who‘are the Phoenlx Players make a consc1ous de0181on ‘to

walk ‘into the. flames of your ‘pain, sufferlng susplcmons of our
motlves, ‘disbelief in our goodness, your downright ’anger, .and

your. grief, in -hopes . of belng recreated in" your. lovinga'

fcompaesionate, .and empathetlc images.

ngher educatlon is a myth behlnd these walls. 1In. ‘order “to
resurrect oour -souls, ve have deeided ‘to grasp. the Holy . Grail thatﬂ 

is the arts. If the. arts .can transform mud-baked villages into

metropollses of .light, - why can't 1t transform us who. live in.’
"hovels of despa1r° : ‘ T

We would rather have .men writing plays ‘than’ conce1V1ng how to
deprive - innocent people of their lives and: property. We would
rather listen to men in thlS prlson euloglze Caesar "from” the

stage than heaxr it. from the - mouths ' of . the” clergy. about how

innocent people's. lives were shattered . by violence. ‘We. would

'.,of thelr peers

Based on,. the’ polllng of the men - in thls prlson, we'! ve drawn ‘the
astoundlng conclusion that drama courses with the hope of putting

.rather have twelve men actlng angry on stage than fac1ng a Jury"-

" on. .a productlon would male a successful relntegratlon tool for .

us.

We seek not to make everyman 1n thls'prlson ‘a profe581onalf

dramatlst, but to reconnect us .to soclety, our . communities, and'
our families, by learning through drama how to love,” what

feels like to be- compassionate,  to forglve ‘and, be. forgiven, - tof

reach into the depths of our belngs and brlng forth our’ humanlty




